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Artsakh Was Certainly Not a Dream nor an
Illusion: Armenia and Diaspora Cooperating Must

Plan Its Resurrection

By Dr. Arshavir Gundjian, C.M. , published in The Armenian Mirror-Spectator

his September 19 marked
Tthe sad anniversary of the

short-lived glorious inde-
pendent Artsakh’s tragic end. The
purpose of this article is to develop
the seeds of a serious and planned
strategy in order to put Artsakh on
a realistic trajectory towards resur-
rection, based on the use of all the
resources that the Armenian world
can provide.

As I was putting down the last
words of my thoughts in my draft
of this article, I received and read
with great interest the most per-
tinent article that my good friend
and international law expert
Philippe Raffi Kalfayan had just
published in this paper, entitled
“Analyzing Legal Options for the Return of Art-
sakh Armenians, on First Anniversary of Ethnic
Cleansing.”

As I have no pretentions of any legal expertise,
I was delighted to confirm that my entirely prag-
matic approach as a longtime community leader
ran on a parallel course fundamentally consistent
with Kalfayan’s legal arguments and would bene-
fit from all of Kalfayan’s legal prescriptions. My
current article exhorts Armenians to push their
efforts further. Examples of conflicts throughout
the world indicate that efforts based on mere legal
justification do not lead in practice to justice pre-
vailing.

Artsakh was certainly not a mere dream, nor
an illusion. Independent Artsakh was a vivid
reality which was achieved in 1994. It provided
from that moment on, unprecedented stamina,
optimism, enthusiasm and national pride for the
Armenian world, which lasted for almost three
decades. It became a lighthouse radiating pride
to all, especially to young Armenians across the
planet, in the wake of Armenia’s independence
in 1991. Many fiery patriotic songs, dances and
poems about Artsakh have filled the classrooms
of Artsakh, Armenia and the diaspora’s Armenian
schools, and over the years, brought tears to the
eyes of thousands at almost any Armenian gathe-
ring or event.

This was the fruit of a difficult and victorious
— arguably even holy — war of a kind that Arme-
nians had not experienced for several centuries.
Though this may sound like some kind of idea-
lized exaltation, it genuinely evokes the mindset
of Armenians in the nineties of the last century.

“Artsakh-e meren eh!” was the slogan that rang
out in the streets and squares of Armenia in early
1988. Hundreds of thousands of Armenians raised
their fists defiantly, encouraged by the prevailing
Perestroika mood across the USSR. That mood
spread like wildfire across the continents to the
different corners of the diaspora, following a cru-
sade headed by the likes of Zori Balayan touring
its largest communities. The author of this article
recalls one such defiant big protest in Montreal,
Canada, which he headed, together with religious
and lay community leaders of all organizations of
this vibrant community. It took place in front of

the austere and intimidating General Consulate
of the USSR in Montreal, where the initial weak
attempts of the consul general to qualify the Ka-
rabakh movement as “hooliganism” was quickly
squelched by our uncompromising demand for
justice and freedom for the multimillennial Arme-
nian Artsakh.

The entire Artsakh saga of those years is well
recorded and documented. After a referendum, in
line with the laws of the land of that time, held in
Artsakh in December 1991, and then a victorious
liberation war, which stopped with a ceasefire in
1994, Artsakh became a legitimate independent
republic. However, the recognition of this inde-
pendence was withheld by the inconvenienced
international community. For some still not satis-
factorily explained reason, that independence was
not even recognized by the independent Republic
of Armenia itself, even though the latter had been
the staunchest ally and even leader of the Artsakh
liberation war.

It is now evident that all the arguments that
were offered over the years by all the successive
authorities both in Armenia and Artsakh to justify
such a hesitant and cautious Armenian policy
were misguided and fruitless in providing any so-
called “expected strategic benefits” to the cause
of Artsakh. Quite to the contrary, it can now be
justifiably argued that the Armenian hesitance
and reluctance to promote and outright defend
the independence of Artsakh, right from the very
beginning, has actually led to its ill fate, which
ended with the final blow brought by the genoci-
dal complete evacuation of some 120,000 Artsakh
Armenians within 24 hours, on September 19, 2023.

Today, one whole year beyond that latest Art-
sakh catastrophe, the big elephant in the room is
the haunting question as to what’s next for Art-
sakh.

Both the uneasy silence on this critical issue
maintained by the present authorities, as well
as the random noisy attempts of protest made
by different groups in Armenia, are in fact signs
of uncertainty and inability to propose a clear
answer to this fundamental and persistent ques-
tion. Certainly, silence, vagueness as well as mere

Cont’d on page 8
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Tensions irano-russes autour du
« corridor de Zanguezour »

Ferit en anglais par Souren Sargissian et publié dans The Armenian
Mirror-Spectator en date du 20 septembre 2024

e corridor de Zanguezour est ré-
L cemment devenu une source im-

portante de tension entre I’Iran et
la Russie, les différents acteurs régionaux
poursuivant leurs propres intéréts. Pour
la Turquie, il la relie au monde turc, pour
I’ Azerbaidjan, il le relie au Nakhitchevan
et pour les Etats-Unis, il offre une voie
de transport de 1’énergie d’Asie centrale
vers I’Europe via I’ Arménie et la Géorgie,
contournant ainsi la Chine et la Russie. La
Russie, au contraire, entend empécher cela
et prévoit de renforcer la sécurité de ses
frontiéres dans le corridor pour maintenir
sa présence militaire dans le Caucase du
Sud. L’ Arménie et I’Iran sont particulié-
rement préoccupés par les implications du
corridor ; si le gouvernement arménien a
son point de vue, 1I’Iran considére le cor-
ridor comme une ligne rouge cruciale a ne
pas franchir.

Tout a commencé lorsque le ministre
russe des Affaires étrangeres Serguei
Lavrov, s'exprimant a Bakou, a accusé
Erévan de saper les accords visant a
débloquer les communications via la
région arménienne de Syounik, tout en
soulignant le soutien de Moscou a un
traité de paix rapide entre I'Arménie et
I'Azerbaidjan.

«Nous plaidons pour la signature ra-
pide d'un traité de paix et le déblocage
des communications.

Malheureusement, ce sont les diri-
geants arméniens qui sabotent 1'accord
signé par le premier ministre Nikol Pa-
chinian. La logique d'une telle position
est difficile a comprendre », a déclaré M.
Lavrov.

La déclaration de Lavrov a suscité
une vive réaction de la part de Téhéran,
plutot que d’Erévan. Mohsen Rezaei,
ancien chef du Corps des gardiens de la
révolution islamique (IRGC) et actuel
secrétaire du Conseil de discernement, a
déclaré : « Le comportement de I’homme
d’Etat russe est inacceptable et contredit
leur déclaration d’amitié avec 1’Iran,
ces ambiguités doivent étre levés. » Il
convient de noter que le leader iranien,
I’ayatollah Ali Khamenei, avait déja
clairement fait savoir au président russe
Vladimir Poutine et a Pachinian que
Téhéran s’opposait a I’ouverture de tout
corridor, méme si sa rhétorique n’a ja-
mais été aussi dure. Quelques jours plus
tard, I’ambassadeur d’Iran en Arménie a
déclaré aux journalistes locaux que « les
réves de certains concernant 1I’Arménie
sous d’autres noms, y compris le soi-di-
sant corridor, ne se réaliseront jamais. »

Le 3 septembre, I’Iran a pris une déci-
sion assez ferme et ne s’est pas limité a
de simples déclarations. Selon des infor-
mations officielles, I’ambassadeur russe
a Téhéran, Alexei Dedov, a été convoqué
au ministere iranien des Affaires étran-
géres en lien avec le récent soutien de
Moscou au projet de « corridor » qui

doit relier I’ Azerbaidjan au Nakhitche-
van via le territoire de 1’Arménie, ont
rapporté les médias iraniens. Téhéran a
exprimé son inquiétude et s’est déclaré
opposé a tout changement géopolitique
qui pourrait violer les fronti¢res établies
dans la région, proclamant : « Cette
démarche souligne 1’importance pour
I’Iran de maintenir 1’intégrité territoriale
et la stabilité dans le Caucase, ce qui est
essentiel a ses intéréts nationaux et sa
sécurité régionale ».

D’un point de vue diplomatique, appe-
ler un ambassadeur au ministere des Af-
faires étrangeres est 1’une des maniéres
les plus dures d’exprimer la position
officielle du pays d’accueil. Mais cela
n’a pas suffi a Téhéran et I’Iran officiel
a continué a insister sur sa position. Le
10 septembre, lors de sa visite en Armé-
nie, le vice-ministre iranien des Affaires
étrangeres a déclaré aux journalistes
que I’Iran saluait et était prét a faciliter
la conclusion d’un traité de paix entre
I’Arménie et 1’ Azerbaidjan, mais qu’il
était important de s’opposer a tout agen-
da caché visant a modifier des frontiéres
internationalement reconnues. « Nous
sommes favorables au concept d’une
région unifiée, développant le voisinage.

Bien sir, nous sommes également
d’accord pour débloquer les communica-
tions régionales. Nous soulignons, si-
multanément, le principe du respect de la
souveraineté et de I’intégrité territoriale
des pays, ainsi que la reconnaissance
de la souveraineté des routes traversant
leurs territoires. Nous respectons les
intéréts mutuels dans cette région »,

a déclaré le vice-ministre iranien des
Affaires étrangeéres.

Il a également souligné la nécessité de
respecter 1’intégrité territoriale, la souve-
raineté et la juridiction des pays. « Nous
pensons que le Caucase du Sud ne doit
pas devenir un champ de compétition
pour la lutte des forces étrangeres. Dans
ce contexte, nous insistons sur la néces-
sité de s’opposer a tout agenda caché
visant a déstabiliser la région et a créer
un terrain propice a la modification des
frontiéres internationalement reconnues », a
déclaré le diplomate iranien.

Pourquoi I’Iran s’inquiéte-t-il et pour-
quoi ses réactions sont-elles si dures ?
Téhéran estime que le corridor de Zan-
guezour proposé entraverait son acces

Suite a la page 6

Un message sur le développement des
relations russo-arméniennes
«’ 7

-

Le président russe
Vladimir Poutine a
adressé un message de
félicitations au premier
ministre arménien Nikol
Pachinian a 'occasion du
Jour de I'Indépendance
de 1'Arménie, le 21 sep-
tembre.

« Cher Nikol Vovae-
vich, veuillez accepter
mes plus chaleureuses
félicitations a 1'occasion
de la Féte nationale de la
République d'Arménie - Jour de l'indépendance.

« Nous attachons une grande importance a nos relations amicales et alliées
avec 1'Arménie. Il est important que nos pays coopérent avec succeés dans divers
domaines, coordonnent leurs efforts au sein de 'UEEA, de 'OTSC, de la CEI et
d'autres structures multilatérales.

« Je suis convaincu que le renforcement de tous les liens bilatéraux constructifs est
dans l'intérét fondamental des peuples russe et arménien, et la mise en ceuvre cohé-
rente des accords trilatéraux signés en 2020 et 2021 est une bonne base pour assurer
la paix et la sécurité a long terme en Transcaucasie.

« Je vous souhaite sincérement bonne santé et succes dans vos activités étatiques,
ainsi que bonheur et prospérité a tous les citoyens de '"Arménie fraternelle. »

) £ °
Message du président des Etats-Unis
a ’Arménie
Au nom du peuple des Etats-Unis, le pré-
sident Joe Biden a adressé ses meilleurs
veeux au premier ministre arménien Nikol
Pachinian et au peuple arménien a I'oc-
casion du 33e anniversaire de I'indépen-
dance, le 21 septembre.

« Au nom des Etats-Unis d'Amérique,
j'adresse mes sinceres félicitations au
peuple arménien a l'occasion de l'anniver-
saire de son indépendance. Nous conti-
nuerons a soutenir les aspirations démo-
cratiques, la souveraineté et la sécurité du
peuple arménien.

« Le 21 septembre, nous nous joignons au peuple arménien pour célébrer votre
dévouement a la démocratie et les liens d’amiti¢ forts qui unissent nos nations et nos
peuples. Les récentes hostilités soulignent la nécessité de redoubler d’efforts diplo-
matiques pour que I’Arménie puisse envisager un avenir prospere et pacifique, qui
passe par la normalisation des relations avec ses voisins. Nous vous présentons nos
condoléances pour les vies perdues lors des récentes attaques. Nous apprécions votre
soutien aux efforts visant a apporter une plus grande stabilité a la région. Nous res-
tons déterminés a travailler avec vous et d’autres parties pour promouvoir une réso-
lution pacifique du conflit, y compris pour la population du Haut-Karabakh.

« Notre dialogue stratégique renouvelé entre les Etats-Unis et 1’ Arménie cette an-
née a réitéré notre engagement commun a renforcer les liens dans le cadre de la rela-
tion bilatérale et a souligné le soutien des Etats-Unis a la trajectoire démocratique de
I’ Arménie. Les Etats-Unis se tiennent aux cotés de I’ Arménie alors qu’elle continue
de travailler a la lutte contre la corruption, a la mise en place d’institutions respon-
sables, au renforcement de 1’Etat de droit et a la promotion du respect des droits de
I’homme.

« Notre travail commun au cours de ’année écoulée a continué de renforcer et
d’approfondir les liens entre nos nations. Je souhaite a tout le peuple arménien un
jour de I’indépendance sir et pacifique ».

Message du roi Charles a l'oceasion du jour
de l'indépendance

Sa Majesté le roi Charles III a adressé
un message de félicitations au président
de I'Arménie Vahagn Khatchatourian a
I'occasion du Jour de I'Indépendance de la
République d'Arménie, le 21 septembre.

« Alors que vous et le peuple arménien
célébrez 1’occasion spéciale du Jour de
votre Indépendance, mon épouse et moi
avons le grand plaisir de transmettre nos
sinceres félicitations a Votre Excellence
et au peuple arménien », a déclaré le roi.

« J’apprécie le lien qui unit nos nations
et j’espére que nos pays pourront conti-
nuer a travailler en étroite collaboration sur des questions mondiales importantes,
qu’il s’agisse de la paix et de la prospérité, ou de I’environnement et du changement

Suite a la page 6
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Soutien de Serj Tankian au retour des
Arméniens au Karabagh

Le musicien et auteur-compositeur de
renommeée internationale Serj Tankian,
leader du célébre groupe de rock armé-
nien américain System Of a Down, a pu-
blié un message vidéo sur Facebook, dans
lequel il réfléchissait a la déportation
forcée des Arméniens d'Artsakh, il y a un
an, la décrivant comme un « nettoyage
ethnique ».

«Il'y a un an, jour pour jour, un net-
toyage ethnique a eu lieu au Haut-Ka-
rabagh et 120 000 Arméniens ont été
expulsés de force par I’administration azerbaidjanaise de I’ Artsakh, ou ils vivaient
depuis plus de 2 000 ans. Aprés neuf mois de siége et de famine, I’ Azerbaidjan les
a attaqués. Luis Moreno Campo, ancien procureur de la Cour pénale internationale,
a qualifi¢ les actions de 1’ Azerbaidjan de « génocide ». La Cour pénale internatio-
nale des Nations unies a, a son tour, pris plusieurs décisions, affirmant la nécessité
du retour des Arméniens au Haut-Karabagh. Mais ils ne peuvent faire confiance a
I’ Azerbaidjan, un pays qui a procédé a un nettoyage ethnique et tué de nombreux
Arméniens, faisant preuve d’un racisme extréme. L’arménophobie est méme leur
politique nationale », a déclaré Tankian.

Selon Tankian, les forces internationales de maintien de la paix peuvent assurer le
retour et la sécurité des Arméniens au Haut-Karabagh. Mais pour cela, il faut la vo-
lonté politique de la communauté internationale, notamment de 1’Union européenne
et des Etats-Unis. L’OSCE peut également jouer un role important a cet égard. Selon
Tankian, les Arméniens ne peuvent perdre I’espoir d’un rapatriement, leur désir de
retourner dans leur patrie. « Ce qui s’est passé est un exemple de colonialisme a son
apogée, y compris le nettoyage ethnique et le génocide. Les Arméniens d’Artsakh
doivent avoir la possibilité de rentrer chez eux, de vivre en paix dans des conditions
normales. Tout le monde doit les soutenir », a conclu Serj Tankian.

Message...
Suite de la page 5

climatique, qui profiteront a nos générations futures pour les années a venir », a-t-il
ajouté.

« Ma femme et moi aimerions profiter de cette occasion pour vous adresser, ainsi
qu’a tous les Arméniens, nos veeux les plus chaleureux pour I’année a venir », a dé-
claré le roi Charles.

Tensions ...
Suite de la page 5

terrestre a I’Europe via I’ Arménie et la Géorgie, une conclusion corroborée par la
carte. L’Iran n’acceptera aucun corridor en Arménie qui diviserait le pays. De plus,
I’Iran s’oppose a tout corridor sous le contréle d’une autre partie, y compris la Rus-
sie, car cela rendrait ses communications avec d’autres nations dépendantes d’un
tiers. L’Iran pergoit le corridor potentiel comme une menace pour ses fronticres et
son influence régionale. L’ouverture de cette route diminuerait le statut de Téhéran
en tant que superpuissance régionale et réduirait considérablement ses revenus de
transit.

L'Iran craint en outre que le corridor ne renforce les positions de 1'Union euro-
péenne et de I'OTAN a proximité de ses frontiéres, en particulier compte tenu des
liens étroits de I'Arménie avec 1'Occident et des exercices militaires avec les Etats-
Unis, qu’il surveille avec méfiance. Sa position ferme fait obstacle a la création du
corridor, obligeant Erévan a attendre que des acteurs extérieurs parviennent a un
accord sur son propre territoire.

Le 17 septembre, le conseiller a la sécurité nationale russe s'est rendu en Iran pour
adoucir la position de la Russie sur le corridor dit de Zanguezour. Comme mentionné
dans un communiqué officiel russe, Serguei Choigou, secrétaire du Conseil de sécu-
rité de la Fédération de Russie, lors des négociations avec Ali Akbar Ahmadian, se-
crétaire du Conseil supréme de sécurité nationale iranien, a confirmé son soutien a la
politique de la République islamique d'Iran sur les corridors et les voies de commu-
nication avec 1'Azerbaidjan, a rapporté 1'agence iranienne Mehr. Choigou a rencontré
Ahmadian a Téhéran le 17 septembre et a transmis un message du président russe
Poutine a la partie iranienne. « Le haut responsable de la sécurité russe est arrivé a
Téhéran sur instruction du président russe pour mettre en ceuvre les accords conclus
lors de la visite du représentant du guide supréme de la révolution islamique et secré-
taire du Conseil supréme de sécurité nationale iranien Ahmadian a Saint-Pétersbourg
», conclut le communiqué.

Quelques heures plus tard, la réponse est venue de Turquie. Le chef des services
secrets turcs a souligné qu'un accord de paix global entre Erévan et Bakou était ex-
trémement important pour assurer la stabilité a long terme dans le Caucase et pour
le développement des communications le long de la route Azerbaidjan-Arménie -
Nakhitchevan - Turquie-Europe, y compris 1'ouverture du corridor dit de Zanguezour.

Nous voyons maintenant que la Russie a choisi de ne pas se précipiter et n'a pas
contredit la position iranienne, car Téhéran est trés déterminé a faire avancer son
programme. Nous remarquons également que la Turquie s'efforce de pousser la Rus-
sie a rejoindre le club des partisans du corridor de Zanguezour et d'exercer une pres-
sion supplémentaire sur I'Arménie pour qu'elle accepte le projet Bakou-Ankara.

Traduction N.P.

L'Arménie participe a la «<World Food
India 2024 »

L'ambassadeur de la
République d'Arménie
en Inde, Vahagn Afyan a
participé a la cérémonie
d'ouverture de la troisiéme
exposition « World Food
India 2024 », du 19 au 22
septembre au complexe
d'exposition « Pragati
Maidan » a New Delhi, en
Inde.

Pour la premicre fois,
I'Arménie a participé a
I'événement avec deux
pavillons nationaux, coordonnés par le ministére de I'Economie d'Arménie. Au cours
de sa visite, I'ambassadeur Afyan a eu des discussions avec des représentants de di-
verses entreprises arméniennes et a exploré les produits présentés, notamment des
boissons alcoolisées, des boissons et des aliments transformés.

Lors de la cérémonie d'ouverture, des discours ont été prononcés par Pralhad Jo-
shi, ministre des Affaires des consommateurs, de 1'Alimentation, de la Distribution
publique et des Energies nouvelles et renouvelables, Chirag Paswan, ministre des
Industries de transformation des aliments et Ravneet Singh Bittu, ministre d'Etat des
Industries de transformation des aliments et des Chemins de fer.

L'exposition « World Food India 2024 » présente plusieurs pays, pavillons natio-
naux, entreprises et réseaux commerciaux, offrant une plate-forme pour des réunions
d'affaires et des collaborations futures.
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Possible réunion des ministres des Affaires
étrangeres au format 3+3 sur la question du
Caucase du Sud

Maria Zakharova, porte-parole du mi-
nistére russe des Affaires étrangéres, a
déclaré lors d’une conférence de presse
le 20 septembre que des travaux sont en
cours pour une réunion des ministres des
Affaires étrangéres au format de la plate-
forme régionale 3+3 sur la question du
Caucase du Sud, prévue en Turquie.

« Je peux dire que des efforts sont en
cours pour organiser une telle réunion
a Ankara, en Turquie », a déclaré Mme
Zakharova.

La plateforme comprend I’ Arménie, I’ Azerbaidjan et la Géorgie ainsi que leurs
voisins, la Russie, la Turquie et 1’Iran.

UN ECHO SI ELOQUENT

Dans la photo, de gauche a droite,

Feu Berdj Fazlian (rubriques et essais), feu Onnig Balian (photoreportages), feu Vahé Ketly,
(typographies et rubriques), Noubar Mamourian (rédacteur, analyste); feu Dr. Haroutyoun
Arzoumanian (multiples responsabilités, éditoriaux), Hrant Khandjian (maquette, caricatures,
chroniques sur l’art)

« Si le passé est garant de ’avenir », eh bien, en voila un instantané de ces dé-
voués et passionnément amis patriotiques qui 1’ont cru et fait d’ABAKA, encore
et encore, la force vive de notre communauté.

Cette image témoigne de leur dur labeur, qui depuis des décennies et avec per-
sistance, a établi le socle moral de notre culture au Canada.

Nous assurerons sa survie avec la résilience et ’amour du devoir d’Arméniens et
nous honorerons ainsi la mémoire de ceux qui ont sacrifié tant pour notre langue.
C’est a noter qu’ABAKA continue a nous enchanter chaque semaine, sans man-
quement depuis 49 ans!

Assurons donc sa survie avec fidélité et amour pour notre culture identitaire.
Seule fait défaut la photo de I’instigateur et fondateur de notre journal lui-méme,
le Dr. Arshavir Gundjian, que je salue ici.

Hrant Khandjian
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Yeremyan Projects’ initiatives have significant
potential for enhancing Armenia-Diaspora
ties- Deputy General Director

On September 19, Lusine Yeremyan, Group Marketing and Communications Di-
rector, Deputy General Director, and Group Management Board Member of "Yere-
myan Projects," participated in the second Global Armenian Summit in Yerevan.

Alongside her, Ambassador Vassilis Maragos, Head of the Delegation of the Euro-
pean Union to Armenia, Bruce Boghosian, President of the American University of
Armenia (AUA), Armen Chobanyan, Country Director at the Izmirlian Foundation,
and Masis Gyumrigyan, Technical Director of Space Programs at the Center for
Scientific Innovation and Education (CSIE), took part in the panel discussion titled
"Diaspora-Armenia Collaboration: Sustainable Development & Capacity-Building."
The discussion was moderated by Arevik Anapiosyan, Partnerships and Development
Finance Advisor at the United Nations and Adjunct Lecturer at the AUA.

The moderator, while introducing Ms. Yeremyan, emphasized that the realization
of the "Yeremyan Projects" business idea is rooted in sister-brother relationship
between the Yeremyans.

"For those who know our story, it should be very obvious that there is infinite
love for our parents and that we both started working from an early age to ease our
parents' burden. All of this is based on family values: honesty, justice, responsibility,
and the importance of being human—supporting and backing each other. In suppor-
ting my brother, Davit Yeremyan, I have always believed in his dream and was sure
he would succeed. Mutual trust is the foundation of our relationship.

I have lived and worked abroad for many years, and now I have returned to direct
my knowledge and experience toward the development of the company. As an exem-
plary Armenian business model, I aim to achieve our strategic goals and expand our
presence in new markets outside of Armenia," said Lusine Yeremyan in her speech.

During the panel discussion, summit participants also learned about Lusine Yere-
myan's vision for engaging the potential of the diaspora in the context of the com-
pany's activities in strategic areas crucial for Armenia's sustainable development.

"Over its 20 years of operation, the company has created and implemented more
than a dozen ambitious, unique, and conceptual projects, significantly contributing to
the development of the restaurant industry, agriculture, and professional education in
Armenia. Our group of companies operates in four main directions: agriculture, par-
ticularly dairy production; hospitality and restaurant projects; canteen projects; and
professional education."”

"At each stage of 'Yeremyan Projects,' we have created lasting values through
various initiatives, aiming to make Armenia known worldwide. Our projects have
significant potential for development and expansion, which can contribute to the
enhancement of Armenia-Diaspora ties, identify and engage Diaspora resources, and
position 'Made in Armenia' as a quality standard in international markets," empha-
sized Lusine Yeremyan.

She also noted that crises are always viewed as opportunities.

"Due to the economic crisis caused by the pandemic, our business faced new
challenges, and we aimed to respond promptly and effectively. We initiated a new
line of activity during the pandemic and state of emergency, focusing on our agricul-
tural projects, particularly dairy production. This direction also allows us to contri-
bute to strategic areas such as agriculture and food security, which are essential for
the sustainable development of our country."

The Office of the High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs of the Republic of Ar-
menia is holding the second World Armenian Summit in Yerevan from September 17
to 20. 1,000 representatives of the Diaspora from 60 countries, 180 speakers from 25
countries, and official delegations from Greece, Cyprus, Poland, and Iraqi Kurdistan
take part in the event.

‘Shoulder to shoulder’, Macron reiterates
support for Armenia

French President Emma-
nuel Macron has reiterated
support for Armenia.

Speaking at the UN Ge-
neral Assembly in New York
City, Macron said that France
stands “shoulder to shoulder”
with Armenia when the latter
is facing Azerbaijani pressure
and territorial ambitions.

“Together with the Prime
Minister [Pashinyan], France
stands shoulder to shoulder
with Armenia in conditions
of Azerbaijani pressure and
territorial intentions. The
international community must be there to ensure the success of peace talks and pre-
servation of the internationally recognized borders,” the French President said in his
speech.

Mirzoyan, Blinken and Bayramov agreed to put
additional efforts towards conclusion of Agree-
ment on Peace

On 26 September 2024 under the initiative and with participation of the U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony J. Blinken, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia Ararat
Mirzoyan and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan Jeyhun Bayramov met in
New York, on the sidelines of the 79th session of the UN General Assembly. MFA
reports.

The Parties agreed to put additional efforts towards the conclusion of the Agree-
ment on Peace and Establishment of Interstate Relations in the shortest possible
period.

The Armenian and Azerbaijani sides expressed their gratitude to the Secretary of
State for organizing the meeting.

Siranush Sahakyan: Azerbaijan submitted false
conclusions to ECtHR but Armenian specialists
brought out the fact

The work done by the National Bureau of Exper-
tises of Armenia on international crimes has been
outstanding. Siranush Sahakyan, the Armenian
prisoners’ of war representative at the European
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) and president of
the International Comparative Law Center, stated
this in her remarks Wednesday at the conference
dedicated to the 20th anniversary of the National
Bureau of Expertises of Armenia.

"The fight against international crimes is one of
the modern challenges. And the task of the human
rights community is to represent the rights of the
victims of international crimes at international instances. At these instances, conclu-
sions are submitted, the purpose of which is to form a point of view among the inter-
national community that no crimes were committed during the conflicts.

Unfortunately, we have witnessed such a vicious practice when the respondent
state, Azerbaijan, submitted false conclusions at international instances, such as the
ECtHR. This is one of the challenges that requires a professional approach to overco-
me.

As a result of the professional approach of the [aforesaid] Bureau's employees,
we were able to successfully bring out the fact through the examinations conducted.
Those examinations were competitive, played a role on international platforms, and
continue to play a role in substantiating Armenian arguments, establishing reality,
and contributing to international justice," added Sahakyan.
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Artsakh...
Cont’d From page 1

populist noise is worthless when facing
such a momentous issue. Armenians
need to confront

the problem and must come up with a
strategy that takes into consideration all
the hard realities presently surrounding
this issue. We then need to act on it wit-
hout hesitation.

Presently, the absence of a clear policy
leads sometimes to unthinkable situa-
tions. It is indeed reported that some offi-
cials representing the current authorities
when cornered with discomforting ques-
tions even go so far as to openly declare
that there is no more Artsakh issue: it is
now resolved — “Artsakh is part of Azer-
baijan.” Such a statement is outrageous.
It would have been condemned as being
nothing short of being the most shameful
treacherous blasphemy less than a few
years ago!

The author of this article cannot believe
that deep down, even those who make
such statements truly mean what they
say. It is certainly an unacceptable out-
burst motivated by mere political expe-
diency. There is little doubt that the indi-
viduals now making such an unthinkable
statement were, a few decades back,
among those raising their fists in 1988
and shouting “Artsakh-e meren eh!”

On the other hand, it is equally true
that none of those who express today
outrage for such a blasphemy have so
far been able to offer any realistic alter-
native, beyond the mere expression of
outrage. Let us be fair. Outrage is neither
a strategy nor any action that leads to
any solution.

I strongly believe that both the current
authorities and the vociferous opposing
factions are equally convinced that for
many different and perhaps unrelated
reasons their rhetoric on Artsakh is an
expression of mere frustration.

Armenians must instead seek a realistic
forward-looking plan. For such an effort,
we need first to squarely face a number
of cold realities which, at first sight, may
look like unsurmountable hurdles, but
which nevertheless need to be dealt with,
in order to bring us back on a realistic
course leading to the resurrection of the
Artsakh issue. The ultimate sought-for
result is the revival of an independent
Artsakh, populated by its legitimate Ar-
menian owners, just as it has been for
multiple centuries, and which was res-
tored only three decades back, in 1994.

The first undeniable cold reality of
these days is that Armenia has lost the
war against Azerbaijan. It is by now
evident that one big reason for this de-
feat was an ill-organized Armenian army,
fighting with totally inadequate military
equipment.

The second and equally disastrous
reality is that Armenia has miserably
failed diplomatically, throughout its
three decades since its independence, to
build a solid legal case and has failed to

create strong international public opinion
for the unquestionable right of Artsakh
Armenians to live in their independent
homeland.

The first and foremost precondition
for any promising strategy that aims at
the resurrection of Artsakh, and which
may pretend to even start giving any
hope of success to achieve that goal, is
to correct and erase the above two fun-
damental deficiencies.

Let us, therefore, proceed by iden-
tifying the avenues that may lead Ar-
menians to concrete solutions in this
respect.

In order to recover from the demora-
lizing stigma of a defeated nation, it is
absolutely necessary that the Armenian
army be fundamentally upgraded both in
terms of the reorganization of its struc-
ture, and in terms of its being equipped
with the most efficient and relevant mo-
dern equipment. This task is evidently
within the exclusive terms of reference,
the rights and the obligations of the
current authorities. Needless to say, this
is a highly sensitive matter of national
security and confidentiality. We certainly
cannot expect the authorities to disclose
their actions nor give any open account
of their current efforts in this respect.

We do, however, welcome a defi-
nite and visible increase of Armenia’s
activity to improve its position in this
respect. The successful current diversi-
fication of sources to acquire military
equipment, from India, France, and
possibly eventually from the USA is
praiseworthy. Concerning the uneasy ba-
lance of East-West relations in this res-
pect, I submit that Russia should be the
preferred alternative, provided, however,
that Russia also changes and becomes as
generous with Armenia as we all once
hoped and believed that it was.

Beyond the external source, however,
Armenia must develop also its domestic
military equipment production industry.
Armenia used to be one of the main
providers of USSR’s most sophisticated
military equipment. As a well-known
example, Armenia was indeed, from the
start, at the forefront of developments
within the laser field. One unpardonable
failure of all governments of Armenia
since its independence, has been the
evident complete neglect of its inbuilt
pre-independence definite advantage
in this respect. Overall, the revival and
consolidation of Armenia’s military top
readiness is evidently of highest urgen-
cy not only as part of Artsakh’s revival
strategy but certainly also for the secu-
rity of Armenia itself.

Armenia’s second major deficiency re-
lative to Artsakh concerns the diplomatic
and international public opinion hand-
ling domains. Unfortunately, at this point
in time, this actually requires certainly
a more refined approach. Indeed, today,
the handling of this issue needs a much
more serious and subtle handling than
it would have needed only a few years
back, before Armenia suffered a defeat in
the battlefield and where it consistently

failed to forcefully defend the legitimate
rights of the Artsakh Armenians.

Let’s be fair and realistic. Today,
while a defeated Armenia is insistently
pursuing the signing of a peace treaty
with victorious Azerbaijan and while it
appears to have succeeded in securing
strong international support in that res-
pect, one can hardly demand and realis-
tically expect that Armenia could and
should also demand explicitly from that
same Azerbaijan the return of Artsakh to
its legitimate Armenian owners.

It certainly could and should have
held such a position rather forcefully all
along the past thirty years. It certainly
could and should have argued its case
at that time, without any restriction, as
many, including the author of this article
urged repeatedly that Artsakh’s right
for independence must be justifiably
demanded forcefully from international
instances, such as the International Court
of Justice and the UN Security Council,
using Kosovo’s case as a natural and
perfectly consistent precedent.

Today, truly nothing has changed,
neither from historic facts which support
that Artsakh has been overwhelmingly
a multimillennial Armenian populated
land while Azerbaijan did not even exist
on the map, nor from the parallel that
can be made with Kosovo, and hence
its right to be given internationally, a
similar treatment. Therefore, the Artsakh
Armenians must still immediately be al-
lowed to return to their homeland which
must further be given all the privileges
of an independent country.

What needs to be subtly restructured
are the names of the entities that will
undertake the roles played in conducting
this legitimate yet most difficult effort.

Whereas the government of Armenia
may strategically and at least tempora-
rily have to keep a relatively low profile
in this respect, and even perhaps diplo-
matically may remain mute on this is-
sue, it definitely must, at the same time,
actively help Armenians to develop an
effective alternate well-structured plan,
and quietly help its implementation.

In any case, Armenia never does need
to go as far as denying that Artsakh is
Armenian. As much as Ararat may be
in Turkey, yet it is eternally Armenian,
equally, Artsakh may be in Azerbaijan,
but it too is eternally Armenian.

To be practical, for the immediate
short term, the actual Artsakh rhetoric on
the international scene may have to be
conducted in a format where Armenian
authorities take a back seat. Instead,
based on expert legal advice, an “Art-
sakh Government in Exile (AGE)” or
its equivalent, bearing an appropriate
name, must be established and must be
given a welcome home in Armenia. The
AGE must then officially take ownership
of the Artsakh case. The AGE must be
given generously broad help comprising
all necessary legal, human and financial
resources. In addition, and most im-
portantly, this is where the so far badly
underused, not to say largely wasted,
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resource of the Armenian diaspora must
be brought into active duty.

It has been frequently pointed out, not
the least by the author of this article, that
the diaspora, with its geographic immen-
sity and equally vast human and finan-
cial resources, has the potential to play a
key role in favor of all Armenian issues.
The Artsakh revival effort is one speci-
fic most invigorating issue that must be
started with. However, to accomplish
this mission seriously, the diaspora needs
to have, over and beyond its existing
dispersed and uncoordinated otherwise
valuable entities, one well-structured
body devoted exclusively to the mission
of connecting diaspora organizations and
individual contributors to Armenia. This
requires a professional and nonpartisan
structure seriously supported by both the
Armenian government, and all serious
diasporan entities. In this respect the
revival of the Ministry of the Diaspora
in Armenia is an absolute necessity. As
its counterpart, this leads me to propose
that within such a structure, a “Diaspora
Central Committee for Armenia (DCC-
FA)” must be created with affiliates in all
major diasporan Armenian communities
to echo amplify and complement interna-
tionally, the work and actions undertaken
by the above proposed AGE, the DCCFA
and the Ministry of Diaspora. In terms
of international diplomatic issues, the
greatest advantages of such a diaspo-
ra-based structure is obviously its com-
plete independence from any foreign,
ally or adversary nation’s self-serving
pressures that currently weighs heavily
on Armenian authorities.

The discussion of the details of effec-
tive structures and the backing finan-
cially and in human resources of both
the AGE and the DCCFA are outside the
scope of this article. It is also obvious
that such task is essentially nonpartisan
and is expected to be wholeheartedly
backed by all Armenian entities within
Armenia and the diaspora.

The key question is if we are capable,
as Armenian individuals, and more im-
portantly, through our Armenian orga-
nizations, whether political, religious,
academic, and nonacademic, including
rival institutions, to respond willingly
and effectively to such a patriotic need.
There lies the great challenge that is
offered to us to meet.

As I expect this plan to be easily dee-
med to be too optimistic, as I insist that
in fact it is not, I also remind readers
that otherwise the next challenge is to
advance a better alternative on the occa-
sion of this first sad anniversary of proud
Artsakh’s destructive dismantling.
Artsakh was certainly not a dream. To
let it now fade in the past is certainly not
a permissible option for the Armenian
world.

Let us remind ourselves of the days
where every Armenian raised their fists
defiantly and shouted “Artsakh-e Meren
eh.” Has something changed since then?
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